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Historic Return of Mawonga Western Lands Lease 
Property to Traditional Owners in New South Wales 
 
Traditional owners, the Ngiyampaa Wangaaypuwan people will celebrate the handback of 
22,000 hectares of land, with government and partner organisations at a ceremony on the 
land on 26 September. Not only is this an important and historic occasion, the Mawonga 
property will become the largest, declared Indigenous Protected Area in south-eastern 
Australia. 
 
As the Ngiyampaa Wangaaypuwan people have long fought for access and rights to look 
after country and to continue the role of their ancestors, this ceremony will mark a very 
important occasion for the community.  
 
The Hon. Peter Garrett will be the special guest at this event. In 2011, as Minister for the 
Environment, Garrett was instrumental in securing the purchase of the land by the 
Indigenous Land Corporation (ILC).    
 
Mawonga Station, a Western Lands lease property between Griffith and Cobar in central 
western NSW, adjoins both the Yathong and Nombinnie Nature Reserves.  The combined 
properties (190,000ha) are home to one of the most significant reserves of mallee in NSW. 
Located in the Cobar Peneplain bioregion, the landscape is under-represented in 
Australia's National Reserve System. 
 
Management of the property will be guided by a steering committee which will include 
Winangakirri Aboriginal Corporation, Nature Conservation Trust of NSW (NCT), Bush 
Heritage Australia, NSW National Parks and Wildlife, ILC and Western Local Land 
Services.   
 
NCT Chairman, John V McCarthy said that not only will it be a great day for the 
Ngiyampaa Wangaaypuwan people but that the handover will also contribute to local 
cultural revival and reconnection. 
 

“The NCT is proud to partner with Winangakirri Aboriginal 
Corporation (WAC) and assist in developing a plan of 
management to protect the land.  We have also been 
helping to conduct plant and animal surveys with WAC 
which will form the basis for future training programs.”  
 
Mawonga boasts important rock art sites, traditional 
camping areas and travelling paths which feature ancestral 
stories. It is also home to the threatened yungkay, mallee 
fowl, and nhiilya or nelia (acacia loderi).   
 
WAC Chair, Lawrence Clarke (pictured left) said that the 
divestment ceremony was an important occasion. “It has 
been a tremendous partnership between the WAC, the 



 

 

ILC, the NCT, Bush Heritage and the local community,” Clarke stated. 
 
The Mawonga Divestment Ceremony will take place at Mawonga Station, Coombie Road, 
Hillston on Saturday, 26th September, with formal events from 11am-2pm. 
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For media enquiries or for information on attending, please contact: 
Lyn Tuit, Principal, Momentum2  
ltuit@momentum2.com.au  
Phone: 02 9252 4800 or 0405 160 275 
 
Caitlin Maxwell, Public Relations Coordinator, Momentum2  
cmaxwell@momentum2.com.au  
Phone: 02 9252 4800 or 0415 316 554 
 
Or  
 
James Forbes, Marketing Manager, NCT 
james@nct.org.au  
Phone: 02 9954 9368 or 0448 806 128 
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