
Tragedy continues on 
Great Barrier Reef

Breaking the Cycle 
journey nears completion

While broadly considered successful, this 
year’s climbing season on Mount Everest has 
given some experts cause to highlight the key 
problems that beset commercial climbing 
operators.
After two consecutive years of tragedy, many 
mountaineers had been hoping this year 
would bring all the right conditions required 
to allow the several hundreds visitors a 
chance of reaching the summit.
Unfortunately, within a few days of opening, 
severe frostbite and altitude sickness took its 
toll on the first groups of climbers to be 
guided to the top.
There were also deaths, including the tragic 
loss of Melbourne woman and finance 
lecturer at Monash University, Maria 
Styrdom.
The youngest Australian to summit Everest, 
Alyssa Azar is reported to have passed 
Styrdom on her ascent, but said she hadn’t 
realised the woman was having trouble.
“It was difficult, particularly because she was 
coming down and that’s when it happened,” 
Azar told Fairfax in early June.
Meanwhile, the ongoing deaths and injuries 
on Everest have given accomplished 
mountaineer Andrew Lock cause to comment 

on the lack of experience of many climbers, 
which has obvious implications for the 
responsibilities of climbing operators.
“I saw media reports about the lady who 
died up there, saying she was an experienced 
climberbecause she had already climbed 
Kilimanjaro (5895m) and Denali (6190m),’’ 
Lock told The Weekend Australian in a telephone 
interview.
“She was not an experienced climber, she 
was an experienced client.
“In every case she had handed responsibility 
for knowing how to climb, risk management 
and expedition leadership to others.”
While questions remain to be asked about 
how this industry can be appropriately 
regulated, safety has been improved by the 
appearance of a Sherpa Rescue Team.

Created by Anthony Gordon, who operates as 
the team’s Base Camp manager, the unit 
consists of five expert Sherpas who are 
charged with the sole purpose of providing 
support to stricken climbers on the 
mountain.
The Sherpa Rescue Team is in turn supported 
by US medic Jeff Evans and two dedicated 
rescue helicopters.
“When I first began talking about this idea 
with a Sherpa guide, there was no dedicated 
service or support network on Everest 
beyond the Himalayan Rescue Associate, 
which acts more like a GP’s office at Base 
Camp, and the services provided by some of 
the larger commercial operations for their 
customers,” Gordon told Wild.
In order to fund his idea, Gordon set about 
selling concept to the Travel Channel in the 
US, which is now in production with a six-
episode TV series that follows the Sherpa 
Rescue Team in their endeavours.
“The show will purely highlight the efforts 
of the Sherpa team not only saving lives on 
the mountain, but in the Khumbu region 
as well.
“This year we saved 52 lives and hope to 
return next year with an even larger team.”

Everest climbing season highlights false 
economy
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The ongoing devastation of the Great Barrier Reef has been further 
compounded with news that a mammal species endemic to the region may 
have been wiped out as a result of climate change.
Researchers recently visited Bramble Cay, a small coral cay off the coast of 
north Queensland, the only known place where the Bramble Cay melomys 
was known to exist.
The rodent species, described as a large rat by the first Europeans to have seen 
it, was last spotted in 2009.
In 2014, an extensive search for the species was led by Ian Gynther from the 
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection in Queensland, which 
saw 150 traps laid for a six-night period.
The traps caught none of the Bramble Cay melomys, leading scientists to 
recommend the species status be changed from ‘endangered’ to ‘extinct’ – 
the first mammal species to be wiped out as a direct result of human-enduced 
climate change. 
Ongoing degradation of habitat as a result of rising sea levels and 
disappearing vegetation is believed to lie at the cause of the species’ decline.

Profiled in Wild 149, Kate 
Leeming has since continued 
on her goodwill mission 
that will eventually see her 
crossing Antarctica by bike.
Her campaign, Breaking the 
Cycle: South Pole, aims to 
raise funds for community 
development projects, as 
well as creating global 
awareness for poverty-
related issues, such as 
Leeming witnessed while 
cycling across Africa.
Having just returned from training in Greenland, Leeming now hopes to 
finalise plans for her non-profit organisation, Breaking the Cycle Foundation, 
which she hopes to have in place before the South Pole expedition that’s 
“planned for the end of the year” Leeming said.
The purpose of her Greenland visit, she explained, was to prepare for the final 
expedition, which will be undertaken on her purpose-built, all-wheel-drive 
bicycle.
“Apart from a few minor issues, the brand new Christini all-wheel drive polar 
bike (mark II) held up beautifully,” Leeming said. “It really came into its own 
on rough surfaces such as at Sastruggi, where the front wheel drive grips and 
helps me climb over the lumps and bumps.
“The all-wheel-drive system makes it possible to ride on more difficult 
surfaces than a regular fatbike.”
Kitted up in Mont apparel, Julbo goggles and carrying a Hilleberg tent, 
combined with some additional training over the next few months, Leeming 
is confident she’ll overcome the epic struggle ahead.
“This Greenland training expedition has reconnected me with the reality of 
how tough this Antarctic bicycle crossing will be. It is helping me to fine tune 
my preparation physically and with all the key equipment and systems.”
Leeming also has plans to train in the Himalayas and more locally around 
Mounts Buller and Stirling while she continues to raise funds for her South 
Pole expedition.

 

www.kateleeming.com/expeditions/breaking-the-cycle-south-pole  
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A clear day at Base Camp.
Photos: Anthony Gordon

Sherpa Rescue Team on Everest.

Kate Leeming at the completion of her 
Greenland expedition. Photo: Claudio 
von Planta

The rescue team is supported by a 
medic and two dedicated helicopters



Kevin Sumption, chief executive and 
director of the Australian National  
Maritime Museum

10 minutes with...

Opening on the 23rd of June, the 51st Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year exhibition will be 
held at the Australian National Maritime 
Museum (ANMM) in Darling Harbour.
Currently on loan from the Natural History 
Museum in London, the event showcases 100 
beautiful images, capturing quirky and 
alluring animal behaviour and wild landscapes.
Launched in 1965, the Wildlife Photographer 
of the Year competition now receives more 
than 42,000 entries for its 21 image 
categories, with both an adult and junior 
competition.
In order to discover more about how the 
touring exhibition came to be hosted at 
ANMM, we spoke briefly with director and 
chief executive of the museum, Kevin 
Sumption.

Kevin, can you tell us a little about your own 
career and how you came to work at the 
Australian National Maritime Museum?
I started out my career in graphic design 
before becoming a lecturer in Design Theory 
and History at UTS, where I taught digital 
media in cultural institutions among other 
subjects. I then moved into museum 
management and curating and have since 
worked for the Powerhouse Museum, Royal 
Museums Greenwich and for the Australian 
National Maritime Museum (ANMM) on two 
occasions. I was appointed as CEO and 
Director of ANMM in 2012. 
 
What does your role largely entail at the 
museum?
As the director, it is my role to lead the 

strategic direction of the museum and to 
inspire and motivate our staff and volunteers 
as we head towards becoming the museum 
of the future. 
 
Can you tell us a little about the museum 
itself?
The Australian National Maritime Museum 
was opened in 1991 and is located in 
Sydney’s Darling Harbour. It stands on land 
traditionally owned by the Gadigal people 
who found a rich source of fish and shellfish 
in the sheltered waters of the harbour and 
Cockle Bay. 
ANMM is Australia’s national centre for 
maritime collections, exhibitions, research and 
technology. It presents a changing program of 

stimulating exhibitions and events to share 
Australia’s maritime history and connect the 
stories, objects, people and places that are part 
of our country’s narrative. 

For how long has this exhibition been 
hosted at the museum and why is this the 
case? What is the thinking behind having the 
exhibit hosted there?
Programs at the museum reflect a diversity of 
maritime topics, from the interactions people 
have with the oceans – defence, shipbuilding, 
exploration and leisure – to the nature of the 
ocean environment itself. Museum exhibitions 
have explored ocean environments and 
animals and also the inspiration that artists and 
photographers have drawn from these animals 
and places.
We are delighted that we can now bring the 
world’s best wildlife photography – much of it 
featuring aquatic and marine environments 
and creatures – to the museum in this fantastic 
exhibition. Truly great images of nature can 
transform the way people look at the natural 
world, challenge opinion and stimulate debate 
and that is what we hope to do.
The Wildlife Photographer of the Year 
competition is one of the most innovative and 
popular photographic competitions of its kind. 
This is the first time ANMM will host this 
exhibition so we are very excited to be able to 
offer our visitors the chance to enjoy these 
unforgettable and inspiring images.
 
What are some of your favourite pieces or 
photographers and why?
I used to live in South Africa and enjoyed 
bodyboarding while I was there. So for me, 
one stand-out photo is ‘The shark surfer’, 
submitted by Thomas P. Peschak (Germany/
South Africa). The symmetry of it conjures 
images of harmony and seems to be an 
expression of the beautiful relationship 
between humans and the sea, a connection 
which we all must treasure. 
One of the winning images is by Australian 
author, explorer and conservation 
photographer Michael Aw. His image, ‘A whale 
of a mouthful’ shows a magnificent Bryde’s 
whale, ripping through a mass of sardines and 
gulping hundreds in a single pass. It is a truly 
incredible image. 

How much does entry cost for this 
exhibition and what else should visitors take 
the time to see while they’re there?
The 51st Wildlife Photographer of the Year 

Exhibition opens on June 23. Tickets are $20 adults, $12 concessions and 
children go free.  
While visiting ANMM, visitors should also take time to visit our Eora Gallery, 
which houses our collection of rare indigenous maritime artefacts, such as the 
elaborately carved and painted Pukumani burial poles from the Tiwi people, 
ceremonial sculptures, handwoven works from Arnhem Land and my particular 
favourite, hollow log coffins decorated with the story of Mäna the shark. 
All of ANMM’s permanent galleries, including the Eora Gallery, are free for 
visitors to come and explore. 
Also not to be missed is Action Stations, our recently launched $12 million 
cutting-edge attraction at Darling Harbour which offers an insight into the 
Royal Australian Navy and life at sea.  It features a cinematic experience and a 
high-tech discovery and exploration space, showcasing 22 interactive and 
digital products. 
The visitor experience on board the vessels has been completely revamped 
with multimedia projections and innovative soundscapes complementing the 
action out on the high seas.  
 
Wildlife Photographer of the Year Competition is developed and produced by the Natural History 
Museum, London.

www.anmm.gov.au/whats-on/exhibitions/coming/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year
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World Rogaining Championships,  
NT, July 23-24
It may be too late to register a team, but 
volunteers and spectators are all 
welcome to get involved and see the 
world’s premier navigation competition. 
worldrogainingchamps.com.au
 
Cross Country Ski Week 2016, NSW, 
August 6-14
Variety of events and activities held at 
Perisher to celebrate and promote 
excellence in the field of cross country 
skiing. www.perisherxcountry.org
 
The Great Adventure Challenge, WA, July 30
A team-based adventure race that includes 
mountain biking, trail running, kayaking and 

coasteering as well as a number of ‘mystery 
tasks’. greatadventurechallenge.com.au

Bushwalking Pilgrimage, QLD, July 29-31
Annual bushwalking event hosted by the 
Brisbane Bushwalkers Club that takes in 
scenic wilderness in southeast Queensland. 
www.bbw.org.au 

Kosciuszko Winter Camping 
Adventures, NSW, July-September
Mike Edmonson’s private photo tours of 
Kosciuszko run throughout winter. Great 
for improviding fitness, cross country ski 
skills and photographic nous. www.
mikeedmonson.com.au
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Kevin Sumption at the pier by the ANMM.
Photo: Supplied

‘Turtle Flight’
Photo: David Doubliet/ Wildlife Photographer of the Year 2015

‘Deep Sleeper’
Photo: Audun Rikardsen/Wildlife Photographer of the Year 2015


