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BACKGROUNDER 
 
ABLE100 CAMPAIGN 
 
ABLE100 is a pilot program which will target specific users with disabilities 
including amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) and motor neurone disease (MND), 
advanced stages of Multiple Sclerosis (MS), Parkinson’s disease, muscular 
dystrophy or those suffering from the effects of stroke. 
 

 
The Foundation and the ABLE100 campaign team will work closely with each 
user to understand more about their needs while testing the functionality of the 
software.  
 
For the 100 licence recipients, the software will be available to them free of 
charge for as long as they need it, with the only requirement being daily use to 
understand how it meets their requirements.  
 
Designed to work across all operating systems and a range of hardware devices, 
ABLE100 offers 100 individuals the chance to interact with the software free of 
charge and encourages them to provide feedback on its functions and suitability, 
in line with each user’s individual needs because it is not a ‘one size fits all’.  
 
ABLE100 offers more choice to people living with disabilities through new 
opportunities, alternative communication tools, assistance with everyday tasks 
and ultimately promotes social inclusion, helping to make families whole again.  

Prevalence in Australia – a snapshot: 

 In 2014, there were 69,208 Australians living with Parkinson’s Disease 

 More than 23,000 Australians are living with MS (MS Society Australia) 

 More than 2,000 people are living with MND in Australia (MND Australia) 

 It is estimated that over 20,000 Australians have Muscular Dystrophy or a 

related neuromuscular disorder (Muscular Dystrophy Foundation, Australia) 

 In 2015 almost 440,000 people were living with the effects of stroke. This is 

predicted to increase to 709,000 in 2032 (Stroke Foundation Australia) 

 65% of those living with stroke also suffer a disability that impedes their ability 

to carry out daily living activities unassisted (Stroke Foundation Australia) 

 In 2012, the total financial costs of stroke in Australia were estimated to be $5 

billion 
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The ABLE100 software is a sophisticated yet user-friendly platform which can be 
modified to suit the specific needs, lifestyle and requirements of the individual. A 
series of preferences allows each user to customise the presentation of 
information to match their cognitive and dexterity capabilities, using Apps and 
assistive tools such as cameras, switches and narrators in one place.  
 
As an example, for a user who cannot speak, ABLE100 software will enable 
them to use the computer to speak on their behalf to communicate with friends, 
carers and others either by voice or email. This can assist with communication in 
many areas including (but not limited to) the following:  

 My Voice 

 My Needs 

 My Routine 

 My Fun 

 My Internet 

 My Self 

And these can be accessed even if a user is unable to use either a keyboard or a 
mouse. 
 
This is a fantastic opportunity for those living with disability to trial the software 
and provide valuable feedback to the Aspirante Foundation. 
Application forms are downloadable from the official Aspirante Foundation 
website: www.aspirantefoundation.org. 
 
Aspirante Foundation 
 
The Aspirante Foundation is an Australian charity which was established 
principally to provide direct relief to people with disabilities and the 
disadvantaged by giving them access to technology and the internet. Access to 
technology and the internet facilitates social inclusion for people with disabilities.  
 
The Aspirante Foundation is undertaking its work by firstly providing people with 
disabilities with the revolutionary Frasil Browser (www.frasil.com). The Frasil 
Browser allows members of the community living with disability to use a 
computer or access the internet either for the first time or with greater ease. The 
Aspirante Foundation will also provide other technology solutions for the 
disadvantaged. 
 
In 2012, the Aspirante Foundation (formerly known as the Frasil Foundation), 
engaged in a month-long program at Airds High School with the introduction of 
the Frasil assistive technology in a Year 12 special needs class of 30 with an 
additional 30 students from years 10 and 11. 
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The Founder of the Aspirante Foundation, Fran Killoway said, “It takes 
everything that the teacher has available and creates a workable platform on 
each student’s computer screen. In a room of 30 students, every screen will look 
different.” 
 
First-hand accounts from the students who participated in the trial reflect this, 
“My concentration just goes out the window so quick, and when I do this (use the 
Frasil Browser) because it is like I don’t have to use my hands or write anything I 
can concentrate… I can concentrate on one thing not a thousand boxes.” 
(Brodie, 17)  
 
Jenny is 33 years old and has William's Syndrome. She has been connected 
with Fran for 7 years and has been very forthcoming in her opinion of Frasil 
technology for the entire 7 years. “Sometimes I have trouble reading and 
understanding but now I can find out things I need to know a whole lot easier,” 
said Jenny.  
 
Max Foord, former Principal at Airds High School, (now Principal at Nepean 
Creative and Performing Arts High School) on his review of the trial said, “The 
average attendance rate was about 78%, now these kids are sitting at 100%. 
They are going off to class, they are excited to be in the program, they can see 
the benefits for themselves… there is a remarkable change in their behaviour 
and their value of learning and application to school.” 
 
The Honourable Andrew Constance, former NSW Minister for Disability, Aging 
and Home Care (now NSW Minister for Transport and Infrastructure) stated, 
“The assistive technology has the potential to dramatically improve the way our 
children are taught.” 
 
The Foundation sponsors the rock band Rudely Interrupted. Most of the band 
members have a disability but despite that, the band is internationally recognised 
and has toured extensively across Australia and the world.  
 
The Aspirante Foundation is registered with the Australian Taxation Office and 
the Australian Charities and Not for Profit Commission as a Deductible Gift 
Recipient. Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.  
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Fran Killoway 
 
Fran is the Chairman, Founder, Inventor and 
visionary of the Aspirante Foundation and the 
Frasil Group.  
 
Fran has been involved with creating, developing 
and delivering technology for more than 12 years.  
She has previously taken a start-up technology 

from Australia to the USA and licensed that 

technology to a US Fortune 500 Company in the 

defense industry.  

Fran views her work as something that is vital, rather than optional. As she says, 

“people with disabilities are just people, they deserve the same opportunities in 

life as everyone else, the same access to the internet, to entertainment and 

social networking, and most importantly, the freedom to make decisions about 

their daily lives, and to communicate with their loved ones and carers.” 

With formal academic qualifications at degree and postgraduate level, Fran’s 

constant quest for maintaining a competitive edge continues to see her have an 

interest in both MBA and Doctorial studies tempered with a practical program of 

personal development and industry training.  Fran is also a member of many 

professional associations.  

Apart from Fran’s experience in creating, developing and delivering technology, 

other areas of competency include anthropology, philosophy, psychology, 

sociology and linguistics; research methodology, political behaviours and 

strategies, strategy and market direction and the building and commercialising of 

businesses and their products and services. 

 

For media interviews, please contact Momentum2: 
 
Caitlin Maxwell: W) 02 9252 4800 M) 0415 316 554 or 
cmaxwell@momentum2.com.au 
 
Lyn Tuit: W) 02 9252 4800 M) 0405 160 275 or ltuit@momentum2.com.au 
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