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Registrations Now Open for National Hoarding and Squalor 
Conference 2016 

 

Catholic Community Services NSW/ACT (CCS) will host a two-day National Hoarding and 

Squalor Conference at Rydges World Square, Sydney from Wednesday 29th June – 

Thursday 30th June 2016.  

Featuring case studies, international and Australian speakers and panel discussions, the 

conference aims to raise awareness about the impacts of hoarding and squalor for 

individuals, community organisations, local, State and Federal governments and the broader 

community.  

Despite hoarding and squalor being recognised as a distinct psychiatric condition by the 

Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, 5th Edition (DSM 5) in May 2013, 

Australia still lacks fundamental knowledge of, and a national strategy for, addressing the 

problem.  

Mercy Splitt, Manager of Hoarding and Squalor at CCS said, ‘It is vital that there is a 

collaborative strategy in place so that government and community agencies can combat this 

issue.  Without this collaborative approach, blockages arise and problems escalate, placing 

a severe burden on our health and human services’.  

More than 95% of homes with hoarding and squalor conditions present a safety risk, not only 

to the inhabitants, but also to the human services agency staff who enter to provide 

assistance. Given that 82% of people living with hoarding disorder face mental health risks, 

this is an issue that is in dire need of attention.  

Topics discussed during the conference will include animal hoarding, health and safety 

issues, environmental impacts, homelessness, effects on family and friends and treatment 

and management strategies.  

Sessions will also provide greater insight into the disorder with speakers with lived 

experience presenting their stories. In addition, keynote speakers will outline collaborative 

methods which will enable the parties involved to move forward in a coordinated manner.  

International keynote speakers include Dr Randy Frost, Harold and Elsa Siipola Israel 

Professor of Psychology at Smith College in Massachusetts, USA and Dr Sheila Woody, 

Psychologist and Professor of Psychology at the University of British Columbia in 

Vancouver, Canada.  

Australian presenters include: 

- Dr Christopher Mogen, The Anxiety and OCD Clinic Melbourne 

- Dr Melissa Norberg, Senior Lecturer and Deputy Director, Centre for Emotional 

Health, Department of Psychology, Macquarie University, Sydney  



 

- Professor John Snowdon, Psychogeriatrician and Psychiatrist, Concord Hospital, 

Sydney 

- Dr Rosemary Elliot, President, Sentient, The Veterinary Institute for Animal Ethics 

- Belinda Henry, Department of Health and Human Services 

- Lynton Sheehan, Housing and Community Services, Community Services 

Directorate, ACT Government 

 

About Catholic Community Services 

CCS has been operating specialist hoarding and squalor services since 2008, including 

programs to support other agencies to better manage hoarding and squalor referrals. 

Through collaborative work and an integrated approach to combat the issues associated 

with hoarding and squalor, CCS has earned its status as being a leader in this field.  

To register, or for more information on the conference, program and other speakers, please 

visit http://events.catalystevents.com.au/ehome/index.php?eventid=146321&   
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