
 

 

 

 

 

 

STRICTLY EMBARGOED UNTIL 6AM, 1ST NOVEMBER, 2017 
 

2017 AUSTRALIAN GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY AWARDS 
 

             THE BEST IN ADVENTURE AND CONSERVATION 
 

On Wednesday 1st November, the Australian Geographic Society (the Society) will host its 
annual awards ceremony at the Sofitel Wentworth Grand Ballroom. The prestigious event 

will acknowledge this year’s most remarkable Australians in the fields of adventure and 
conservation. To be hosted by esteemed journalist and 60 Minutes presenter Liz Hayes, the 

event will feature acclaimed Australian explorer Tim Jarvis, as special guest speaker.  
 

The Australian Geographic Society Awards are Australia’s longest running awards for 

adventure and conservation and its winners are exceptional people who serve as 
inspirational role models to all Australians. The Lifetime Achievement Awards for adventure 

and conservation are the Society's highest honours, recognising those Australians who not 
only have a lifelong commitment to their chosen field but who have given back to the nation 
and inspired countless other Australians.  

 
The ceremony brings together past winners, adventurers, scientists, conservationists and 

Australian Geographic Society enthusiasts to celebrate the passion, drive, courage (and 
sometimes resilience) of all the winners. Those in attendance include the founder of the 
AUSTRALIAN GEOGRAPHIC journal and patron of the Australian Geographic Society Dick 

Smith.  
 

Please see over page for list of winners and their bios.  

 
 

 
The Australian Geographic Society Awards are being presented on the evening of 

Wednesday 1st November at Sofitel Wentworth Grand Ballroom,  

61–101 Phillip Street, Sydney, 2000 from 6pm 
                    

For media enquiries, interviews, pictures and footage, contact: 
 

Caitlin Maxwell (Momentum2) (T) 02 9212 2000 (M) 0415 316 554/ cmaxwell@momentum2.com.au 

Lyn Tuit (Momentum2) (T) 02 9212 2000 (M) 0405 160 275/ ltuit@momentum2.com.au 

mailto:cmaxwell@momentum2.com.au
mailto:ltuit@momentum2.com.au


 
2017 Australian Geographic Award winners 

 

➢ Lifetime of Adventure, JON MUIR OAM 

Adventure veteran and mountaineer Jon Muir’s 
expeditions have spanned decades. Born and raised in 

Wollongong, Jon is a legend in the global adventure 
community, renowned for his inspirational, trailblazing 

philosophy which he applies to real life, tackling 
everyday obstacles with the same gusto and resilience 
as he brings to his expeditions.   

 
From making the first Sherpa-less ascent of Everest in 

1988, to his unsupported trek to the North Pole in 2000, 
to his 6000km ocean traverse by sea kayak, Jon is 
arguably one of the most experienced adventurers in 

Australian history.  
 

He holds several world records, including for the first solo traverse on foot of Australia's largest salt 
lakes. In 2001, Jon made history by becoming the first person to walk across Australia unassisted 
from Port Augusta to Burketown, without resupply or any external support. This epic expedition 

covered 2500km over 128 days. In 2007, he trekked a gruelling 1700km, unassisted, from the 
Spencer Gulf in South Australia, to the ‘Point of Inaccessibility’ (the Geographic Centre of Australia).  

 
He had successfully summitted Grand Jorasses, Changabang, Matterhorn and Piz Badile before his 
first attempt at Everest in 1984. Undeterred by his first unsuccessful attempt, Jon made his second 

attempt of Mount Everest from the South Pillar in 1987, before his successful summit in 1988, for 
which he set the record for climbing without the assistance of Sherpas.  

 
Jon starred in the 2004 documentary-film Alone Across Australia, which has won more than 25 
awards, and has screened at over 60 international film festivals. Jon has also received numerous 

prestigious accolades, including 1989 Order of Australia for services to mountaineering and the 2003 
Centenary Medal for contributions made to Australian society. 

 
 

➢ Lifetime of Conservation Award, CURT AND MICHELINE-NICOLE JENNER 

Conservationists and pioneers in marine biology, Curt and Micheline-Nicole Jenner head up the 

Centre for Whale Research in WA and, between them, have studied everything about whales, from 
the population biology and migratory pathways to the ecology and behaviours of whales.    

 
Their lifelong adventure collecting data on board their hand-built vessel ‘Whale Song’ has produced 
some exciting discoveries in whale research, including identifying Perth Canyon as one of only two 

known high-density feeding locations for endangered pygmy blue whales in Australian waters, and 
finding a precious humpback breeding haven in Camden Sound off the Kimberley coast, a discovery 

which they kept secret for fifteen years.  
 



Following the discovery, Curt and Mich lobbied for 
Camden Sound to be set aside as a marine reserve. The 

couple are committed to improving our understanding of 
this precious species through dedicated science and 
observation. Curt Jenner says that the mystery of these 

animals is what drives them to continue this lifelong 
pursuit.  

 
Curt was born in Canada and Mich in Point Piper, Sydney 
and the couple currently live together on board Whale 

Song II in Western Australia. 
 

➢ Conservationist of the Year, NATALIE ISAACS  

Natalie Isaacs is the founder of 1 Million Women (1MW), 

a global movement of women and girls who take action 
and fight climate change by changing the way they live.  
 

Through sharing her own story of transformation from an 
apathetic cosmetics manufacturer, to a strong and 

focused climate-change activist, Natalie is an inspiration 
to women all over the world.  
1MW empowers women through support and education 

to make positive contributions to the environment 
through simple lifestyle changes like reducing energy 

use and food waste. Natalie’s vision is that women will be the agents of change and through their 
collective power, can come together to make a real impact on reducing climate change.   

Successful campaigns have included #LEAVEITONTHESHELF to reduce plastic purchases from 
supermarkets and 1M Declaring the Reef in Danger, a petition to save the Great Barrier Reef. 1 

Million Women is now a movement of over 600,000 women.  

Natalie was born in Brisbane and lives in Sydney, Australia.  

➢ Adventurer of the Year, SANDY ROBSON 

It has been paddle to the medal for sea-kayaker 
Sandy Robson, who travelled an epic 22,000km 

through 20 countries on a solo kayak voyage from 
Germany to Australia.  

 
From Lesmurdie, Western Australia, Sandy has 
always had an affinity with the ocean. Inspired by 

1930’s German canoeist Oskar Speck, who paddled 
a folding kayak from Germany to Australia, Sandy 

spent five years retracing Speck’s route to inspire 
other women in their adventurous pursuits and to 
highlight the state of the world’s oceans.  



Arriving back in Australia in 2016 from her journey, Sandy now holds a number of world records, 
including being the first person to circumnavigate Sri Lanka by sea kayak, the first woman to paddle 

the coasts of India, Bangladesh and Papua New Guinea by sea Kayak and the first woman to paddle 
from Sri Lanka to India across the Palk Strait. 

Sandy currently lives in Woorree, Western Australia.  

 

➢ Young Adventurer of the Year, SAM MITCHELL  

Sam Mitchell may have grown up in a small 
country town of Orbost, Eastern Victoria, but 

at just 22 years old, he has already 
achieved big things. In 2016, Sam became 
the first person to traverse Australia’s most 

challenging 4WD tracks, the Canning Stock 
Route (CSR) in Western Australia, by 

electric ‘fat bike’. Behind the bike he towed 
a trailer fashioned from an old trampoline, 
panels and battery which carried his 

provisions and emergency equipment.  
 

A champion of sustainability and a true 
adventure-seeker, the CSR journey was not the first of Sam’s solar-travel quests. At just 16 years 
old, Sam built the first solar-powered tricycle out of recycled scrap and junk from a tip and at 18 years 

old, put his invention to the ultimate test by cycling over 18,000km around Australia in eight months.  

Sam received the 2014 Victorian Tidy Towns Sustainable Communities Youth Award and 
completed the 2015 World Solar Challenge. 

Sam is currently completing a Bachelor’s degree in renewable energy engineering at UNSW in 

Sydney, Australia.  

➢ Young Conservationist of the Year, MADISON STEWART 
 

Growing up on Australia’s Gold Coast, 
‘Shark Girl’ Madison Stewart has always 
had a strong connection with the ocean. 

At the age of 12, she began scuba diving 
and, mesmerised by the beauty of the 

sea and its sharks, turned her hand to 
underwater photography and 
filmmaking.  

 
Madison began exploring the underwater 

world through this lens and what she 
discovered was a shocking decline in 
shark numbers.  

 
Since making this discovery, Madison 

has set out on a mission, with film as her medium, to reconnect humans with the ocean and save 



shark species. She is a passionate advocate for what she believes is a misunderstood species and 
has successfully lobbied large supermarkets to stop the sale of shark products. 

 
Madison also features alongside Valerie Taylor in the upcoming documentary Blue, which explores 
the major threats to our world’s oceans and marine life – plastic consumption and pollution, 

overfishing, ghost nets and climate change.  
 

Madison is currently living in Hawaii. 
 
 

➢ Spirit of Adventure, LISA BLAIR 

Lisa Blair became the first woman ever to sail 
around Antarctica solo when she reached 

Albany’s Princess Royal Harbour on July 26, 
2017, following her 184-day voyage.  

She was expected to arrive the day before, but 
strong winds presented a final obstacle. Lisa 

embarked on her epic ocean odyssey as the 
recipient of the 2017 Australian Geographic 

Society Nancy Bird Walton Sponsorship, 
which supports ground-breaking projects led 
by women.  

At 32 years old, Lisa weathered rough seas and icy conditions and was forced to abandon her quest 
when her mast snapped off in South Africa. There were times when Lisa’s resilience was put to the 
ultimate test, but sheer determination and a true sense of adventure led her to resume her journey. 

 

Lisa spent two months repairing her boat, Climate Action Now, a vessel which would carry both her 
and a powerful message about climate change, through a challenging circumnavigation of one of 

the world’s harshest environments.  
 

Lisa was born in Mooloolaba, Queensland and currently lives in Sydney. 

 
 

 


