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Monday 6 June, 2016 

Beards and Passion Fire up in Bavaria in 2020 

Collette Now Accepting Expressions of Interest for One of the World’s Most 
Remarkable Spectacles- Oberammergau 

History and culture buffs will be thrilled at the chance to experience one of Germany’s oldest 

cultural treasures, the Oberammergau Passion Play, featured as part of Collette’s 2020 tour 

program. 

Tourists from all over the world clamour for tickets to see this historic event which takes place 

once every decade in the small Bavarian hamlet of Oberammergau. Securing seats to the world’s 

most famous passion play is akin to booking for a World Cup. Capacity is strictly limited which is 

why Collette is accepting expressions of interest for this extraordinary performance.  

Oberammergau’s devout villagers first performed this play in 1634 in the hope that they would be 

spared the devastating effects of the Black Death plague which was decimating Europe. 

Miraculously, the villagers survived the pandemic and as a token of their thanks to God, they have 

continued to perform their passion play ever since. 

The 16-act play follows the final period of the Messiah’s life, ending with the crucifixion and 

resurrection of Christ. Tradition dictates that the play is performed in years ending in zero with a 

cast chosen from the villagers who have either resided in Oberammergau for more than 20 years 

or who were born there.  

Locals vie for the 2000 roles as performers, technicians and musicians in this seminal work which 

is performed in German. Language barriers are clearly not an issue for audiences as more than 

half a million spectators viewed the production when it last took place in 2010.   

Bavarian beards are however, “de rigueur” with male artists growing their facial hair for a year prior 

to the event. Profits from the show are reinvested in the village enabling it to provide the services 

and infrastructure necessary for future generations to experience the marvels of this colourful 

show.  

Bavaria itself is well worth a visit with its charming villages, distinctive food, beer gardens and 

striking architecture. Whilst the full details of the 2020 tour have yet to be finalised, Collette is 

planning to make the most of the breath-taking Alpine scenery.  

Italy’s spectacular Lago Maggiore is the setting for the start of the tour which then crosses into 

Italian Switzerland to visit the beautiful resort town of Lugano.  The contrast between the three 

Switzerlands (French, German and Italian) comes to the fore with a visit to the legendary ski resort 

town of Zermatt in German-speaking Switzerland.  



 
 
 
 
 

www.gocollette.com • 3/263 Clarence Street, Sydney, NSW 2000 • 1300 792 195 

 

With haunting vistas of the Matterhorn in the background, visitors will board the famous Glacier 

Express which winds through cragged tunnels, verdant valleys and over rugged mountains to the 

jetset town of St Moritz.  

Chic and glamorous St Moritz is the departure point for another prized ski resort, Innsbruck in 

Austria. The pleasures of the Tyrol continue with a walk around the musical paradise of Salzburg, 

Mozart’s birthplace.  Bavaria is the final stage of this itinerary taking in music, mountains and the 

magic of the world’s most renowned passion play, the Oberammergau Passion Play. 

To join the Renaissance magic, enquire here:  

www.gocollette.com/en-au/landing-pages/oberammergau 

 

For media enquiries, contact: 

Biarta Parnham, Momentum2  

Phone: 02 9252 4800  

Email: cmaxwell@momentum2.com.au 

 

For details of the full tours or to book a trip: 

Contact your local travel agent 

Call Collette on 1300 792 195 or visit www.gocollette.com 

 

 

About Collette 

 

Established in 1918, Collette is a third-generation, family-owned worldwide tour operator. With 

headquarters in Rhode Island, Collette’s recently- opened Sydney office adds to the company’s 

global presence which includes offices in Vancouver, Toronto and London. 

On offer is an extensive collection of four-star escorted tours, river and ocean cruises, rail journeys, 

small group tours, family tours and garden holidays. Renowned for connecting guests with cultural 

experiences which go far beyond those of an ordinary holiday, Collette prides itself on 

providing real value to its guests and agent partners. Knowledgeable tour managers, an industry-

leading travel protection plan and inclusive touring are just part of the top-quality Collette 

experience. Just sit back, relax and be guided on your Collette adventure! 
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