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CORINNE WALLIS’ BOARD DIRECTORSHIP JOURNEY 
 
Corinne Wallis, Manager, PwC Australia and ACT-based member of the Australian 
Institute of Company Directors (AICD) ACT sits on several boards including ATEC 
Biodigesters, Engineers Without Borders and ANU’s Industry Advisory Board for the 
School of Engineering. With a background in engineering and now a graduate of the 
AICD’s popular Company Directors Course, Wallis is a woman who has been making 
leaps and bounds in her board director career.   
 
When asked how she began her board career, Wallis said, ‘It was when I was working 
in the mining industry and doing some part-time volunteering with refugees that I 
decided I wanted to give back in a full-time capacity. I looked into international 
volunteering opportunities and found that Engineers Without Borders were seeking a 
Project Manager on a 6-month contract in Timor Leste. My application was successful 
so I spent the next 6 months there in a voluntary capacity.’ 
 
Inspired by the work she was doing on the ground, Wallis decided she wanted to be 
involved in the organisation at a higher level. In possession of some great hands-on 
experience, an MBA, engineering qualifications and some solid management 
experience, Wallis was voted on to the board and has been involved with Engineers 
Without Borders ever since.  
 
From there, Wallis went from strength to strength. ATEC Biodigesters is a startup social 
enterprise, in the business of doing good work in the community. It started as a 
combined investment between Engineers Without Borders and Live and Learn (both not 
-for-profit organisations). The board was made up of various stakeholders in both 
companies, so it was in this context that Wallis became the Engineers Without Borders 
representative on the ATEC board.  
 
‘The biodigester economically empowers families in Cambodia, similar to the way 
putting solar panels on the roof of your house here in Australia would. Ultimately, it cuts 
families’ energy bills because you don’t need to buy wood or gas bottles for cooking, 
instead they make their own biogas,’ Wallis said.  
 
Over 600 ATEC Biodigesters have been rolled out in Cambodia, where they are having 
a substantial and positive impact in the community and on the environment, reducing 
deforestation, improving sanitation issues and increasing families’ yields on their crops 
by enabling them to produce their own fertiliser. Many families have been able to 
increase crop yield between 10 to 30%, leading to increased household income.   
 
Biodigesters are estimated to save about 90 hours of house work a month. Women and 
girls are traditionally responsible for housework and maintaining fires for cooking. As a 
result of the biodigesters, Wallis explains that girls have more time to go to school or 
use the funds they receive from selling the fertiliser to fund their education.   
 
In 2016, Wallis was recognised for her outstanding business drive and acumen when 
she won the Telstra ACT Business Women's Corporate and Private Award.  
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