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Nature Conservation Trust of  
New South Wales 2015 Achievements 
 
1. Summary and achievements: 

 
To date, the NCT has protected 52,225 hectares across 109 private reserves in NSW. 
These reserves include lands with registered covenants and land held for sale in the NCT 
revolving fund. NCT private reserves protect a wide range of endangered ecological 
communities and habitat for many animal and plant species threatened with extinction.  
 
These include: 
 

 Habitat for 16 animal species threatened nationally, including the malleefowl, southern 
brown bandicoot and Hastings River mouse; 

 Habitat for 79 animal species threatened in NSW, such as the Major Mitchell’s 
cockatoo, eastern pygmy possum and Parma wallaby; 

 Habitat for the endangered emu population in the NSW north coast bioregion; 

 Habitat for 27 plant species threatened nationally, including the Dorrigo Daisy and 
Wollemi Mint Bush and habitat for 51 plant species threatened in NSW, such as 
Johnson’s Grevillea and Big Badga Gum;  

 6 nationally threatened ecological communities including the critically endangered 
White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland and derived Native 
Grasslands; 

 20 ecological communities threatened in NSW;  

  7 revolving fund properties held by the NCT for sale protecting a total of 2,923 
hectares;  

 23 revolving fund properties now in private ownership protecting 19,302 hectares. The 
NCT has protected 38,819 hectares within bioregions that have less than 10% within 
the public reserve system. 

 
For more information: 
http://nct.org.au/media/files/Publications/NCT%20Annual%20Report%2014-15-
20151022%20FINAL%20WEB.pdf 
 
2. Regent Honey Eater Rescue Package 

 
The NSW Government has announced it will direct nearly a million dollars towards saving 
the regent honeyeater from extinction. The Nature Conservation Trust (NCT) will join a 
coalition of organisations led by Birdlife Australia, Taronga Zoo and a number of local land 
services. 
 
The regent honeyeater is one of the most endangered bird species in Australia which is 
one of the reasons why partnering with Birdlife Australia will be beneficial. With a 
population as low as 400 birds, the regent honeyeater is at high risk of becoming extinct 
as they are unique to Australia. 
 

http://nct.org.au/media/files/Publications/NCT%20Annual%20Report%2014-15-20151022%20FINAL%20WEB.pdf
http://nct.org.au/media/files/Publications/NCT%20Annual%20Report%2014-15-20151022%20FINAL%20WEB.pdf


 

 

The Nature Conservation Trust will receive approximately $500,000 of the total funds to 
establish conservation agreements on private property in key areas.  The funds will allow 
the NCT to invite submissions from interested landholders in the Capertee Valley, Hunter 
Valley and Baraba regions which are some of the main areas where the birds are to be 
found. 
 
The species’ main threat is loss of its woodland habitat which is why one of the main plans 
for recovery is to save the habitat. The most effective way by which to do so is through the 
process of covenanting the land. 
 
For more information: 
http://nct.org.au/news-and-resources/news-stories/regent-honeyeater-rescue-
package.html#.VrgTLtJ941k 
 
3. Yellowbox 

 
The Yellowbox initiative allows every Australian to participate in private land conservation. 
For $10, a supporter is able to protect a 10-square metre parcel of land that is linked to a 
unique GPS code which will be active, enabling the supporter to view the property online. 
 
The NCT was established to assist landholders to protect high conservation value areas 
on their properties. Private land conservation also has a vital role in creating what is known 
as “connectivity” in the landscape. This is where a smaller private property acts as a link 
between larger public reserves such as national parks. 
 
The reality is that most the people will not be in a position to own a large enough piece of 
land to create a protected area and this is where Yellowbox comes in. It gives everybody 
the chance to protect land by purchasing or receiving as a gift everyone’s very own 
Yellowbox. 
 

For more information: 
https://www.yellowbox.org.au/AboutYellowbox.aspx 
 
4. Nature Conservation Trust of New South Wales 

 
The Nature Conservation Trust (NCT) of NSW was set up in early 2002, as a non-profit 
organisation under the Nature Conservation Trust Act of 2001. Over the past decade, the 
NCT has carved a niche in the rural real estate market, using its revolving Conservation 
Property Fund to create a demand for private land conservation. 
 
For more information: 
http://nct.org.au   
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