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THILINI PERERA’S BOARD DIRECTORSHIP JOURNEY  
 

Thilini Perera is an ACT-based board director and member of the ACT branch of the 

Australian Institute of Company Directors (AICD) who has had to navigate governance 

issues in the not-for- profit (NFP) sector as a result of her position on the board of directors 

of Care Australia and also as Company Secretary and Executive Director, Governance 

and Membership at Lifeline Australia.  

 
The AICD offers tailor-made governance training courses to cater for different sectors, 

industries and organisation sizes. Perera has completed several AICD courses, including 

the popular Company Directors Course and another on board effectiveness.  

 

Perera is of the view that the NFP sector can benefit greatly with the governance insights 

and training delivered by the AICD. ‘When you are a national charity fundraising across 

the country, you must comply with different regulations and adhere to the requirements 

of governing bodies. Generally, national charities report to the ACNC (NFP regulator) as 

well as a number of state and territory regulators in relation to fundraising licensing,’ 

Perera said.  

 

The AICD also offers specific training for NFPs including the Government Foundations 

for Not for Profit Directors Course. This is a one-and-a-half-day program with the next one 

in the ACT scheduled for May 2018.  

 

Only 29 years old, Perera already has an impressive resume and a bright career ahead 

of her. During her time at law school, she commented that she originally wasn’t even 

remotely interested in governance roles. It was her commitment to social purpose and 

desire to make a difference that kept her working with the Lifeline Australia organisation 

for seven years, and what ultimately secured her position as Company Secretary and 

Executive Director of Governance and Membership. 

 

‘I became passionate about adding value to an organisation with an exceptionally 

important social purpose. Being part of a national network that is committed to supporting 

Australians in crisis is extremely motivating. The number of people around the country 

volunteering their time to undergo training to help others in crisis is overwhelming. The 

concept of community helping community is what really got me interested in the 

organisation,’ Perera said.  

 

‘I found the Company Directors Course really helpful because it opened my eyes to the 

different hats board members must wear when making decisions in business. After this 

course, I was tapped on the shoulder by the Carers ACT board as they said I had the skill 

set they were seeking. The AICD provides some really valuable insights into the subtleties 

and nuances of governance which are vital for directors to understand,’ Perera added.  

   

20 Bond Street 
Sydney NSW 2000  
www.companydirectors.com.au  
ABN 11 008 484 197 
 
T: +61 2 8248 6600 
F: +61 2 8248 6633 
E: media@companydirectors.com.au  

 

http://www.companydirectors.com.au/


 

2 

Now a qualified lawyer, Perera is pleased that her roles at Carers ACT and Lifeline 

Australia have lead her in a slightly different direction. ‘It’s funny because I trained to be 

a lawyer with the intention of pursuing a very clear-cut pathway to becoming a junior 

associate, senior associate and partner etc…. and now I find myself in a slightly 

unconventional path to what I had envisioned. I am enjoying the corporate governance 

pathway and am still committed to making an impact in the not-for- profit sector or social 

space – that’s a clear goal I have set myself .’ 


