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SPHERE - $20Million collaboration to capture clinical innovation

A $20Million partnership between 14 leaders in health, education and medical research in
NSW was launched in Sydney today by the NSW Minister for Health and Medical Research,
Brad Hazzard.

The Sydney Partnership for Health, Education, Research and Enterprise (SPHERE) is a
collaboration between leading experts in health, research and education sectors and aims to
develop new and innovative ways to deliver better healthcare for communities in NSW.

Modeled on successful academic health science alliances in the UK and the US, SPHERE
has already highlighted a range of state and national health challenges that it intends to look
at, including cancer treatment, mental health, diabetes and childhood ilinesses.

Professor lan Jacobs, President and Vice-Chancellor of the University of New South Wales
and inaugural Chair of SPHERE said one of the key goals of the partnership was to accelerate
the path of promising and potentially lifesaving research into clinical practice.

“It currently takes 17 years on average to commute positive research and laboratory findings
into actual practices that will benefit patients. SPHERE’s aim is to speed up the adoption of
potentially lifesaving research in medicine and science by bringing some of Australia’s leading
minds in health, education and research together to share their ideas, knowledge, expensive
equipment and staff to deliver solutions to major health challenges.

“While similar partnerships in Australia have tended to focus on research and science,
SPHERE is focused on translating research and science into real outcomes for patients and
their communities,” Prof. Jacobs said.

Members of the SPHERE partnership include some of NSW’s biggest universities, medical
research institutes and NSW Government agencies, with all 14 partners already committing a
minimum 0.05 percent of their annual institutional turnover, more than $20 million, to SPHERE
over the next five years.

“We’re bringing clinicians, researchers, educators and most importantly our families together
to make sure that no matter where a child is, they’re getting the right care, at the right time, in
the right place,” said Conjoint Associate Professor Susan Woolfenden, Community
Paediatrician and Integrated Care Clinical Lead, Sydney Children’s Hospitals Network.

In 2016, SPHERE was gifted an indigenous name “Maridulu Budyari Gumal” which means
“working together to promote better health and wellbeing” in the language of the Dharug
people (the original inhabitants of lands comprising much of Sydney) in recognition of
SPHERE'’s importance to Aboriginal health in NSW.
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“One of the key challenges for SPHERE is supporting health initiatives in our Indigenous
communities and especially for children. Everyday Indigenous children are confronted with a
number of key health issues, and it is alarming that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
infants die at 3.3 times the rate of non-Indigenous infants,” said Amanda Larkin, Chief
Executive, South Western Sydney Local Health District.

Prof. Jacobs said the SPHERE council had first met some 18 months ago, bringing together
VCs and Deans from universities with Board Chairs and Chief Executives of key health
organisations to set out the partnerships structure and vision.

“Several members of our team including myself have founded, led or worked in leading health
science partnerships around the world and have seen the difference these organisations can
make,” he said.

“Our ambition is for SPHERE to emulate the very best international exemplars of this sort of
partnership in NSW.”

Parties involved include the University of NSW (Sydney), University of Technology - Sydney,
Western Sydney University, Sydney Children’s Hospitals Network, Victor Chang Cardiac
Research Institute, Garvan Institute of Medical Research, and the Black Dog Institute. Others
are the Centre for Eye Health, Ingham Institute of Applied Medical Research, NeuRA -
Neuroscience Research Australia, South Eastern Sydney Local Health District, South Western
Sydney Local Health District, Children’s Cancer Institute and St Vincent’'s Health Network.

“The NSW Government looks forward to working with each of the incredible partners within
SPHERE who can collectively bring the best of the best expertise to changing lives,” NSW
Minister for Health and Medical Research, Brad Hazzard said.

“Whilst the Government has invested $1 billion over the last four years in research, there
should be no doubt that the community will benefit most if there is a strong focus on health
science partnerships that harness the energy of those whose ideas, knowledge and research
can drive positive health outcomes,” Mr Hazzard said.
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About SPHERE: https://youtu.be/lJg5R5kJa54
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